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HOUSE BI LL 1925

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Kretz, Holnguist, Haler, Buri, Newhouse and O cutt
Read first time 02/10/2005. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to providing assistance to small counties and
cities facing legal liability and costs associated with an action filed
under the federal clean water act's citizen suit provision; and addi ng
a new section to chapter 90.48 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 90.48 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A county or city with a population fewer than fifteen thousand
that receives a notice pursuant to 33 U S.C. Sec. 1365(b) nmay receive
assi stance fromthe departnent in responding to a notice filed pursuant
to 33 US C Sec. 1365(b) and defending against an action filed
pursuant to 33 U S.C Sec. 1365. The departnent shall provide, w thout
charge to the county or city submtting a request under this section,
any or all of the follow ng assistance:

(a) Educational information related to the requirenments of the
federal clean water act, 33 U S.C. Sec. 1365;

(b) Educational and technical information regarding neasures to
achi eve conpliance with the requirenents of the federal clean water
act, 33 U S.C. Sec. 1365;
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(c) Review of the county's or city's activities and prograns
associated wth the allegations in the notice filed pursuant to 33
US C Sec. 1365(b) to determine potential conpliance issues and to
identify nmeasures to achieve conpliance; and

(d) Technical assistance, research, or other assistance and
information related to responding to the notice filed pursuant to 33
U.S.C. Sec. 1365(b) and defendi ng agai nst an action filed pursuant to
33 U.S.C. Sec. 1365.

(2) Acounty or city with a population fewer than fifteen thousand
that receives a notice pursuant to 33 U S.C. Sec. 1365(b) nmay receive
| egal defense assistance fromthe attorney general in responding to a
notice filed pursuant to 33 U S.C. Sec. 1365(b) and defendi ng agai nst
an action filed pursuant to 33 U . S.C. Sec. 1365. The attorney general
shall provide, wthout charge to the county or city submtting a
request under this section, any or all of the foll ow ng assistance:

(a) Legal review of the notice filed pursuant to 33 U S. C Sec
1365(b), wth analysis of the allegations in the notice and a
prelimnary analysis of the relative nerits of those all egations;

(b) Legal research and drafting assistance; and

(c) Legal representation and defense in responding to the notice
filed pursuant to 33 U S.C. Sec. 1365(b) and defending against an
action filed pursuant to 33 U S.C. Sec. 1365.

(3) The departnment and the office of the attorney general shal
respond pronptly to any requests for assistance submtted according to
subsection (1) or (2) of this section.

~-- END ---
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